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Cheng Lun's son had returned, unwounded Cheng
Lun received him gladly; after all, the boy was his
son. He fired a few crackers, then asked gropingly
what the boy was going to do. The boy just smiled
and Cheng Lun ceased to ask questions. His son did
not yet see the futility and wickedness of his ways.

Cheng Lun was rather busy. It was necessary to
collect signatures for a petition which the Provincial
Governors had shortly to submit to Yuan Shi Kai and
which humbly asked him to agree to take over full
dictatorial power.

Yuan Shi Kai graciously agreed to do so when the
petition was submitted. It was a very ceremonial
event. Yuan Shi Kai frowned a little when he read
the petition. The text which he had drawn up himself
about a month ago, had been somewhat changed. But
he relaxed when he saw that the changes were there
purely for reasons of more poetical expressiveness and
that the political contents were not affected. He
smiled, bowed and took over full dictatorial power.